
Welcome to Stella Maris Parish 
Go and Make Disciples! 

 

5th Sunday of Easter, Sunday May2, 2021 
 

 

   
 

 

 

 
 

“Those who abide in me, and I in them, bear much fruit.” 
 

 

Weekly Reflection 
 

On this 5th Sunday of Easter, we continue to hear the wonderful and heartening stories from the Acts of the Apostles. We 
see broken and simple people renewed through Jesus Christ and heroically spreading the good news to their friends and 

neighbours, despite sometimes violent opposition. They were able to do so because they loved one another as Jesus 
commanded and relied on the Holy Spirit, which kind of sounds simple, but does not come easy for many of us. When we 

fall short, let us pray for the conversion of heart we seek as followers of “The Way” of Jesus. GA 
 

COVID Update:In light of our current circumstances all parishes throughout the Archdiocese of Halifax-Yarmouth must 
abide by the following: 
  

 NO faith gatherings and churches are closed to the public. 
 Wedding and funeral ceremonies can happen with 5 people plus the officiant. 
 Other sacraments including, baptisms, confirmation, and reconciliation are not permitted during this current 

strict lockdown period. However, individual confession can be heard under extenuating circumstances.  
 NO in-person meetings or training sessions are to take place with the exception of mental health support groups. 
 Virtual Masses can be held with a maximum of 5 people in one location. This includes liturgical and technical 

staff. Physical distancing and masking must be maintained. 
 

Office Hours:  The office will be closed until further notice.  Emails and phone calls will be returned from Tuesday – 
Friday, 10am – 2pm. 
 

St Paul's Church:  Recently St Paul’s ageing church roof suffered a water leak following a heavy rain and wind storm 
resulting in damage to the wall behind the altar. This was noted during a routine weekly inspection of our closed 
buildings. We've had the insurance adjuster in as well as a roofing company for assessments and are awaiting 
information. In addition, pigeons have entered the belfry and we are also trying to deal with a pretty bad infestation that 
was noted by an alert parishioner. Thanks for your patience and prayers as we deal with this. 
 

* St John the Baptist Small Group Consultations:  From May 10th – 21st we will be having consultation opportunities 
regarding the closing of St John the Baptist for any parishioners who formerly attended this church.  We earnestly seek 
your feedback and ideas on the future and how we can make this journey easier.   Registrations will be open by phone 
and on our website next Wednesday for Zoom meetings and conference calls if you don’t have an internet computer. 
More information will follow, please check our website. 
 

Let’s Pray Together This May: The Pontifical Council for Promotion the New Evangelization announced on Wednesday 
that they are encouraging Catholics across the globe to dedicate the Marian month of May to praying for an end to the 
pandemic.Pope Francis gives his support to this initiative, which involves thirty Marian Shrines from various parts of the 
world. It takes place under the theme “The whole Church was fervently praying to God,” which recalls a verse in the 
Book of Acts (12:5).The press release stated: “The initiative will involve all the shrines of the world in a special way, so 
that they might encourage the faithful, families, and communities to recite the rosary to pray for an end to the pandemic.”  
Pope Francis will open the Marian month of prayer on 1 May with a rosary broadcast across Vatican Media’s platforms. 
He will do the same on May 31 to bring the initiative to a close.Every day in May the Vatican News will broadcast the 
recitation of the rosary at 6 PM Rome time from the various shines taking part in the initiative. 
 

Do you need prayers?Stella Maris Parish is forming teams of people to pray at home for parish ministries and 
parishioner’s prayer requests. If you would like to send us a prayer intention, please leave it in the Eventide box in the 
foyer, write it in one of the prayer intention books at the back of the church, or contact Denise Parrott. Our Catechism 
teaches that prayer is our “living relationship” with our Father “who is good beyond measure”, and with Jesus and the 
Holy Spirit (CCC 2565). Through prayer we work for the coming of the Kingdom (CCC 2632). If you can pray at home  
for some of these prayer intentions please consider providing your name and phone number/email. Contact Denise at 
denise.parrott.65@gmail.com 
 

Our Vision Statement! Stella Maris Parish, a growing community of missionary disciples led by the power 

of the Holy Spirit, is a beacon of Hope & Love committed to witnessing & sharing God’s mercy & presence! 
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A beautiful farewell from our beloved Glady:  Click here to read the full obituary.  
 

Thank you for your Generosity! This period without Masses, hall rentals and fundraising means the parish will rely 
increasingly on your continued donation!  Please consider any of the following options to make a donation to Stella Maris 
Parish:  ·   Pre-Authorized Deposit (PAD) - request PAD Form, Email Susanat: stellamarisacc@gmail.com 
                          ·   E-Transfers - Send to:   stellamarisacc@gmail.com 
                          ·   Parish Web Page - Donate Button 
                          ·   Drop off Envelope at SJB Glebe or St. Michael's Glebe - mail slot in front door 
 

* A New Outreach Ministry for Stella Maris:  Stella Maris is about to begin a new outreach ministry, Twelve Baskets, to 
reach out to the Mainland South community.  Beginning May 21st, Twelve Baskets will provide a light take-out meal 
every Friday evening, between 6 and 7 PM, out of the St Michael’s site.This ministry will be a visible sign of Christian 
charity in our community, and give our parishioners an opportunity to show their faith in action, by volunteering, 
donating and praying for this ministry.  If you feel called to serve, please contact Simon and Linda Lee at 
linda_margaret_lee@hotmail.com.  Donations can be made through our website, or can be dropped at the St. Michaels 
Glebe in the mail slot between the two front doors. 
 

Confession: Confession is available in the meeting room at the glebe 14 St. Michael site on Saturday’s from 2:30 -3:30 PM 
An  appointmentis required.  Please call Fr. Jose at 902 477-3530 ex.6. 
 

Mass Cards:  If you would like to purchase a Mass card, you can pick one up in the plastic mail box outside of the front of 
the glebe.  

 

Feast of Saint Joseph the Worker, May 1:  May is the month of Mary. However, we begin this month by honouring her 
spouse and the foster father of Jesus, Saint Joseph. May 1 is The Feast of Saint Joseph the Worker. During this Year of 
Saint Joseph, we invite all to be mindful of this faithful servant who cared for and supported Mary and the child Jesus.   
Many countries, including Canada, also recognize the day as International Worker’s Day. On this day we “recognize the 
value of human work, defend the dignity of working people, encourage all to be responsible for the work, and celebrate 
the role that human work has in God’s plan for creation” (Ordo 2020-2021, pp.225). Our ability to work has been 
impacted in a variety of ways during this global pandemic.  Layoffs and job loss have been a part of life for many people 
we know and love. Let us ask Saint Joseph to bless and guide all workers and those looking for work. 
 

Silent and well-known Carpenter in Nazareth, Model of workers, by the work of your hands,  
you gave your contribution to the work of the Creator, you earned your living and 

you provided for the needs of the Holy Family.  Intercede for all workers, in the difficulties of their daily lives, 
especially for the unemployed, in their anxieties for tomorrow, so that, through the guidance of God, 

the great Architect and Builder, they all may use their strength and their talents to make visible his Kingdom, 
 his new Creation,to offer a concrete service to society and to earn wages worthy of their efforts. 

-exert from Blessings and Prayers for Home and Family 
Saint Joseph, pray for us! 

 

To sign up for free go to our website under the RESOURCE tab then.............. 
WATCH: The Way of St. James 

LEARN: Acts of the Apostles with Mark Hart 
LISTEN: Reaching Out to Today's Culture by Bishop Robert Barron 

 
 

 

If you have something for the next bulletin, please email stellamarishalifax@gmail.com. 
Please have your submissions in no later than Wednesday @ 3 PM 

 
 

DATE MASS TIMES FEAST DAY 

Monday, May 3 
8 AM Liturgy of the Hours at the St. Michael’s site 

7 PM (Rosary at 6:40 PM) on Facebook (Click Here) 
St. Phillip and St. James 

Tuesday, May 4 7 PM (Rosary at 6:40 PM) on Facebook (Click Here) ferial 
Wednesday, May 5 7 PM (Rosary at 6:40 PM) on Facebook (Click Here) ferial 
Thursday, May 6 7 PM (Rosary at 6:40 PM) on Facebook (Click Here) St. François de Laval  

Friday, May 7 No Mass ferial 
Saturday, May 8    No Mass ferial 
Sunday, May 9 11 AM on YouTube (Click Here) 6th Sunday of Easter 

 

Stella Maris Parish Contact Information 
Office Hours:  Closed until further notice 

 

Fr. Jose Thomas, Pastor 902 477-3530 ext.6 josephthomas15@gmail.com 
Greg Aikins, Parish Life Coordinator 902 477-3530 ext.3 stellamarispastad@gmail.com 
Susan Hann, Finances 902 477-3530 ext.4 stellamarisacc@gmail.com 
Paula Cormier, Secretary 902 477-3530 ext.2 stellamarisadmn@gmail.com 
Alicia Hunt, Family and Youth 902477-3530 ext.7 stellamarisreled1@gmail.com 
Grayson Han, Music Ministry  stellamarischoir2@gmail.com 
Marie-Claire Arseneau, SJB CWL 902 479-1194 mcarseneau@ns.sympatico.ca 
Marc Piccinin, Responsible Ministry   stellamarisrespmin@gmail.com 
Monica McNamara, St Michael’s CWL 902 477-4142  
Francis MacArthur, Knights of Columbus 902 237-1537  
Sisters of the Eucharistic Heart of Jesus 902 475-1385  

 

Website: www.stellamarishalifax.com 
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