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Our Parish Vision  

Stella Maris Parish, a growing community of missionary disciples led by the 

power of the Holy Spirit, is a beacon of Hope and Love committed to witnessing 

and sharing God’s mercy and presence! 

What will our community of missionary disciples will look like in 5-8 years (Themes  follow 

“Communities of Missionary Disciples”)? 

Missionary Activity – Everything is done in the key of evangelization! 

- The parish mission to “Go and Make Disciples” implies that all activities, ministries, structures 

and outreach will be done in the key of evangelization – the parish and its infrastructure exists 

to evangelize our community 

- Our parishioners will embrace Pope Francis’ vision as captured in “Communities of Missionary 

Disciples” 

- We have visible and radical hospitality – ‘all hands on deck!’ We follow Jesus when he said “I 

was a stranger and you welcomed me” 

- Our laity is equipped and able to participate in mission – they are invitational, are prepared to 

be sent and are enthusiastic about the mission 

- Our adult faith formation programs are focussed on a journey of discipleship that leads to 

service and ownership of mission based upon a flourishing relationship with Jesus 

- We are a community where the laity have matured sufficiently in their faith that they take 

personal responsibility for the mission of the Catholic Church 

Community – A radically welcoming and joyful community that is a magnet! 

- Our community is intentionally diverse and reflects Mainland South’s diversity, actively 

welcoming New Canadians and non-traditional individuals and families 

- Our youth are engaged in dynamic programs focussed on welcome and evangelization, and 

participate in parish life, including the Liturgy 

- We have active small groups that foster discipleship and service (holiness and mission) 

- Our parishioners are focused on growing and sustainable service, eager to support the mission 

with their time, talent and treasure 

- Our parishioners are a joyful community that are know to celebrate with the larger community 

Our lay organizations (CWL, KOC, Lay Carmelites, etc.) are unified and engaged in supporting the 

mission of evangelization 

Outreach – We wear our hearts on our sleeves and reach out in caring for others! 

- We model Christian love regardless of a person’s circumstances, based on the truth that every 

person is created in the image and likeness of God and base our outreach on the transformative 

power of the Gospel 

- Our outreach is based on a solid understanding of the community and its greatest needs: 

Mainland South has a young demographic with many struggling families and many folks living 

alone. Our outreach seeks to meet people where they are and are attentive to them, listening to 

them in faith 



 
 

2 
 

- In our parish our outreach ministries are not only effective corporally and spiritually, but would 

be visible in the community so that we could be a magnet to people of goodwill who also desire 

to serve, thereby opening up further possibilities of invitation and evangelization 

- The outreach of our community of missionary disciples goes to and beyond the periphery of our 

community and includes a focus on social justice and the developing world 

- Our outreach is based on Catholic Social Teaching and fosters an understanding of these 

teachings in our parish 

Sacramental Life – Our Catholic faith sustains our missionary activity! 

- The vibrancy of our sacramental life enlivens ongoing faith practices in small groups which in 

turn enrich the sacramental life of the parish 

- Our sacramental preparation programs recognize that establishing the foundation of a solid 

relationship with Jesus within an invitational and accepting community is an important 

precursor to catechesis in accordance with Catholic teaching 

- Our community is active all-week in lay and clergy-lead initiatives to foster deeper discipleship 

and a greater reliance on the sacraments  

- Our masses are radically hospitable, with great music and homilies providing a loving welcome 

to visitors and an accessible experience within the tradition of our liturgy. People feel that 

they’re coming home 

Reliance on the Holy Spirit – We can’t do this without God! 

- A spirit of prayer and reliance on the Holy Spirit is the foundation for all worship, meetings and 

activities  

- Faith, a personal relationship with Jesus, is a necessary foundation for all things and necessary 

among the faithful for fruitfulness as a parish 

- Our parish has a culture of exploring scripture as the living Word of God, equipping us for good 

works 

 


